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August 2021 

    The Newsletter of Covenant Moravian Church  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
It has been 290 years since our spiritual ancestors renewed their faith, purpose, and   

direction of the Church known as the Unitas Fratrum. This year on August 13th we   

celebrate the 290th year of brothers and sisters coming together as the Renewed    

Brethren’s Church. On August 13th of 1727 the Brethren held communion after it had 

been withheld for some time due to the faith community being at odds with one        

another. Below is an account of that day, translated from the Diary of Herrnhut: 

     “August 13, 1727. The profound and highly uplifting Communion was held on    

August 13. Beforehand, as we were on our way to church, everyone was talking with 

each other and here and there pairs were found among the Brethren, willing to unite. 

The church service started with the hymn: “Deliver Me, My God,” whereby a wicked 

person, watching the ceremony, was totally overcome. Afterwards Pastor Rothe,      

supported by the congregation, bestowed a true apostolic blessing upon the two        

confirmands. Then the congregation fell down before the Lord, and started to cry and 

sing at the same time: “My Soul Before Thee Prostrate Lies.” One could hardly tell 

whether we were singing or crying, but it happened with such grace that the officiating 

minister (because Pastor Rothe celebrated Communion among the congregation) was 

also totally perplexed by it.   

After the hymn was finished some of the Brethren prayed with divine power, laying   

before the Lord the plight of the congregation and especially that they were at a loss at 

what to do with those who had left us, doubting they would succeed without              

sectarianism or separatism, since both are not the right way for the Lord’s house.  

We also prayed childlike and modestly, that He should teach us the true nature of His 

church and how to live and walk in His law; that we remain unsullied and inoffensive, 

so that we don’t become solitary but fruitful, and neither violate the loyalty and        

obedience sworn to Him and His Word nor injure the common love through trivialities. 

We prayed that He would fully bestow on us the holy order of His grace, and not allow 

our souls to be led from the blood-and-cross theology, on which our sole salvation    

depends. We laid before Him especially the worrying circumstances of our neighboring 

Brethren and of hundreds of souls that were awakened through our household, but now 

are partly led astray, partly fail to grow in the spirit and only want to burden themselves 

with knowledge.   
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Afterwards, as a great anointment flowed over us and we felt not far from Him, we prayed in faithful         

assurance that He should let our two Elders, Christian David and Melchior Nitschmann (who were in   

Sorau with good intentions but with a tragic ending), be powerfully drawn into our fellow-ship and      

experience what we were experiencing. Following the absolution, communion was held with humbled 

and strengthened hearts, and each of us went home, feeling quite beside ourselves. On the way back to 

Herrnhut a wasp flew at the overseer [Zinzendorf] with rage and stung him hard on the hand just as he 

was in the process of trying to win over a separatist. We spent this day and the following in calm and     

joyful composure and learned to love. ...  

 

August 28.  Christian David and Melchior Nitschmann came back from Sorau and at once asked us what we 

had been doing on the morning of August 13. They had been in the orphanage at Sablatt and at 10 o’clock 

in the morning they received a strong urge to pray. They went up into the house’s small tower with David 

Schneider, threw  themselves down before the Savior, and were overcome with hundreds of tears and 

sweet thoughts of the congregation. They had never felt like that in their entire lives; they thought, what is 

happening in our congregation? If they could only know our circumstances!” 

Our Church has such a long and wonderful history, these past 290 years are only part of the full journey since         

believers in Czech lands followed a priest and his teachings and then established a Church called the   

Unitas Fratrum in 1457.  

May God continue to bless the church in all its varied forms and traditions and may He watch over his whole 

church and give us peace.   

 

In Christ’s love 

Pastor Jeff 

 

 

 

Continued from the Pastor’s Desk 
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NEWS FROM THE CMC BOARD 

Covenant Moravian Church  

Board Meeting Minutes  

June 16, 2021 * 7pm  

Secretary for meeting: Patricia Staton  
 

Board Members present: Pastor Jeff Jones, Vice Chairperson Sheri Holland, Priscilla Donathan, Kathy Britt,  
Patricia Staton, Deb Elam, and Lori Bartels. Absent: Devon Baldwin and Judy Atkinson.  

Pastor Jeff Jones called the meeting to order with a devotion from the Moravian Daily Text followed by a prayer.  

Deb Elam made a motion to approve the agenda/ Kathy Britt 2nd/ all in favor. 

Sheri Holland made a motion to approve the May meeting minutes/Kathy Britt 2nd/ all in favor.  

Old Business  

Water meter for Learning Bridge is not possible at this time. The board discussed how to proceed with coming 
up with a fair amount for Learning Bridge to pay for their portion of the water bill. Kathy Britt will look at     
previous water bills, also will check with Katherine Wilkerson who helped us with the last contract.  

Candle Tea (Committee)-Candle Tea will be Saturday December 4th, 2021 from 10 am - 2 pm. It was agreed to 
have our first committee meeting July 11th, asking for volunteers that are willing to be a part of the committee to 
meet after church.  Patricia Staton agreed to help with chairing the committee.  

Kathy Britt will check on advertising in Our State Magazine immediately to see if we can get the CT on their 
calendar of events for their December issue. 

Daycare building progress - Priscilla Donathan reports the new roof of the farthest class has been finished by 
Danny Donathan. Danny also repaired a rail and some decking. Fixed a doorknob and cleaned up around the 
storage building. Lori Bartels will send a thank-you note to Danny Donathan for all the extra work.   
 

Pastor's Report - 

Children's Festival and Lovefeast plans August 14th @3:00 PM. The Steins are interested in helping. Possible 
bounce house from Claire at Learning Bridge contact. To invite children and families from Learning Bridge and 
both churches.  

Possibly another Red Cross blood drive in Fellowship Hall.  

Church council still needs to be scheduled; we will need to pick a synod delegate for next June 1-4, 2022.  Kathy 
Britt informed board that Don Britt wants to be considered for Covenant Moravian Church's nomination.  Kathy 
and Don's daughter Katherine Wilkerson will be Chair of Synod. 
 

Ministry Team Reports: 

Hospitality- Lori Bartels  

We discussed current Covid restrictions for having meals together.  Lori suggested covered dish meal when   
possible.  Pastor Jeff would love to have a Homecoming when possible.  
 

Stewardship and Fundraising- Patricia Staton  

Candle Tea committee meeting on Sunday July 11th immediately after service. All interested are invited.    
Meeting will be brief. 

George Elam and Roberta Fitzgerald have requested to retire from overseeing Dewey’s store. Both are willing to 
help when able. Pastor Jeff volunteered to organize store and Sheri Holland expressed desire to be more involved 
also. 

Chicken Pie sales were also discussed, Pastor Jeff will ask his mother-in-law when she can come down with her 
pastry crust press. Could use another freezer to store completed pies.  
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Facilities- Priscilla Donathan   

One HVAC was replaced in Fellowship Hall, another repaired in sanctuary building. 

Priscilla will ask Danny Donathan if he would make a wish or next project list for building maintenance. 
 

 Congregational Care and Healing: Kathy Britt  

Pastor Jeff reports June Brown is in Cape Fear Hospital. No visitors except Pastor Jeff at this time. 
 

Worship and Music-Sheri Holland  

Joint Worship Service at 10:00 am. Sheri Holland has discussed with Water of Life Leadership Team Chair     
Stephanie Michaelson re: resuming Joint Ministry meeting.  Ministry will consist of Pastor Jeff plus CMC's board 
Vice Chair and WOL leadership team chair and 2 others from each church. George Elam and Kathy Britt were    
suggested names for CMC members. No meeting date was suggested at this time.  
 

Spiritual Formation and Christian Ed - Deb Elam  

Priscilla Donathan has agreed to leading the adult Sunday school class starting in the fall. 

Women's Fellowship to meet Monday July 12th @ noon for lunch and fellowship at Irene Freeman's home.        
Carpooling from the church @ 11:30. 
  

Mission Formation and Outreach - Judy Atkinson  

Judy asked everyone to please read about current mission work in Moravian Magazine. 
 

Finance- Devon Baldwin  

Audit has been completed and Devon Baldwin will be signing off on it. Financial report was sent by Devon Baldwin 
for tonight's meeting.  
 

Sheri Holland made a motion to adjourn, Deb Elam 2nd, all in favor. 
 

Kathy Britt gave the closing prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUADRENNIAL REVIEW– CMC BOARD MEMBERS 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 
(Immediately after worship) 

 

 

 

Continued Board Meeting Minutes 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS 

 August 4  Georgia Polhemus 

 August 14  Roger Culler 

 August 17  Libby Tamson  

 August 18  Selden Baldwin 

  August 30  Sarah Styers 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP/BIRTHDAYS/PRAYER CONCERNS 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Elizabeth Long, The Family of Ken Knuebel,                              
The Family of Amy King, Sylvia Beam, Linda Mckeown, Jeff & 
Lori Bartels, River Bartels, Isabell Foushee, The Family of David 

Ellis, The Lauber Family, Nova, Steve Staton, Julie Joyce,        
Louicine Motsinger, Matthew, Irene Freeman, Norma Vics,  

Kylie & Stella Rae, Bob Taylor, Brad Jernigan, Roberta Keena, 
Ron Daniels, June Brown, Lib Schultz, Chuck & Barb Maki,  

Jiacamo Appice  

   BLOOD DRIVE-THURSDAY, AUGUST 5 

                        11:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

            For an appointment visit redcrossblood.org  

             or call 1-800-733-2767 

 

 

       Children’s Festival & Lovefeast  

          Saturday, August 14  –  10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
 

 
 

2022 DAILY TEXT - ORDER DEADLINE - AUGUST 12 
Please call or email the church if you would like to order the 2022 Daily Text.  

Lg. - $14.00,  Sm. - $11.50 
Please make checks payable to CMC and mark in the memo box that it is for 

 the Daily Text. 

Thank you to Irene Freeman for hosting the  

Women’s Fellowship Salad Luncheon in  

July!   

 

Everyone had a wonderful time catching up and  

being together.  
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       AUGUST 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        

 1 

10 AM  

Joint Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

Birthday Sunday 

2 

 

 

 

3 4 

 

 

 

5 

Blood Drive 

11 am  

4 pm 

 

6 

Deadline for  

Daily Text  

Orders 

7 

 

8 

10 AM  

Joint Worship 

(F.Hall) 
 

Quadrennial  

Review 11 am 

9 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

13 

August  

Thirteenth 
Festival 

14 

Children’s  

Festival  

& Lovefeast 

10am-2pm 

 

15 

10 AM  

Joint Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

18 

CMC Board  

Mtg. 

7:00 P.M 

 

19 

 

 

 

20 

 

 

21 

N.A. Group 

10 am - 4 pm 

22 

10 AM  

Joint Worship 

(F.Hall) 

 

23 

 

24 

 

 

25 

. 

 

 

26 

 

 

27 

 

28 

29 

10 AM  

Joint Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

30 31  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 
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COLORING PAGE 



 

 

The Rev. Jeffrey Jones, Pastor 

moravian_dude@yahoo.com 
 

Jude Foushee, Pianist 
 

Crystal Baron, Church Administrator 

covenantmoravainwilmington@gmail.com 

 

Office Hours: 

Tuesday - Friday 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm  

 

COVENANT 2021 WATCHWORD 

O bless his holy name, and joyful thanks proclaim through all the 
earth; be grateful and receive God’s blessing; and believe; his love 

does not deceive. Now share your mirth! (452)     
 

COVENANT MORAVIAN CHURCH 

4126 S. COLLEGE RD 

WILMINGTON, NC 

28412 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

In essentials  

unity, 

In non-essentials  

liberty, 

In all things 

 love. 


